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bers and quality, is greatly below the need even for the
education of the children now attending school. It may be
a truism to say that children cannot be taught without
teachers, and that they cannot be well taught without
well-qualified teachers, but no easy optimism or wishful
thinking can overcome the uncomfortable facts of the
situation. The qualification accepted as desirable for ele-
mentary school teachers in Britain is the Higher School
Certificate1 followed by two years' professional training.
Makerere College is the only educational institution in
East Africa which gives education at this level, and the
first batch of teachers, numbering about twenty, who will
hold approximately this qualification has not yet (1946)
left the college. They will go out to serve territories with
populations totalling over 14,000,000. They will, of course,
as less well qualified teachers have done in the past, join
the staffs of secondary schools, and many of them are likely
to be given the responsibility of teaching in senior secon-
dary classes. Teaching standards must be put far lower
than those accepted in Britain in order to get moving at
all.
If we put the minimum qualification for the primary
school teacher as the completion of the full primary course
plus, say, two or three years' professional training, the
prospects of increasing the supply of teachers are slightly
less black, though still for the immediate future very
gloomy. Uganda, educationally the most advanced of the
East African territories, had under 3,000 pupils in Standard
VI in 1943, and Nyasaland only 178, of whom only 42
reached a satisfactory standard in the government examin-
ations. In 1941 in Northern Nigeria, with a population of
about 10,000,000, only 31 out of 172 candidates reached
the full standard (second year secondary) for entrance into
Northern Nigeria's one full secondary school, and in the
1 Usually taken at school two years after passing School Certificate
or a uaivers&y matriculation examination.